Ministry in the City

New City Parish

1009 N Market Street
Inglewood, CA, California 90302
Date:


January 7-10, 2011
Instructors:

Rev. James Lobdell, Rev. Brian Eklund, Rev. Scott Fritz
1. Objectives 

This 4-day course provides participants the opportunity for experiential learning among the nine urban congregations of the New City Parish. We model the style of teaching and learning typical of our urban settings, in which there is heavy emphasis on experience and reflection.

2.  Methodology

The instructors follow the methodology of the Comunidades de Base of South and Central America: SEE the reality, REFLECT on how Scripture speaks to that reality, and ACT as a result of what has been learned. 

3. Class Times & Accommodation

The Class begins on Friday, January 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at the home of Brian & Ruth Eklund, 2273 W 21st St, Los Angeles, CA 90018, and concludes at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10, 2011. Living with families in our New City Parish communities, participants join in Bible Study, Sunday worship and other Sunday morning activities, fellowship time, sharing the vision of the local congregation with leaders, a guided community walk, and time with the host family. Students are assisted with analytical tools and challenged to share their reflections and, in the closing session, develop together a set of principles for urban ministry.

4. Cost

For those not attending through the seminary, a fee of $100.00, payable to: New City Parish is due by 12/1/10. The fee should be mailed to New City Parish, 1009 N. Market Street, Inglewood, CA 90302. For more information, call Pr Brian Eklund at (323) 459-7126 or email brian@newcityparish.org.
5. Project

For those students receiving the 1.5 credits for the course, a 3-5-page paper is required, due within a month. The student is to develop a project to apply one of the principles of urban ministry to his/her parish setting. The paper should:

i. Describe the ministry situation

ii. Elaborate on the principle being developed

iii. Describe the plan and the action taken (utilizing the principle)

iv. Evaluate and analyze the results

v. Indicate how the principle could continue to be developed in that ministry setting.

6. Reading list

Although we recommend the following books for every pastor’s library, we have highlighted suggested chapters for reading in preparation for the class:

i. Transforming Bible Study, Walter Wink, Abington Press: Nashville, 1989. Chapters 1 & 2.

ii. Non-bourgeois Theology, Joseph G. Donders, Orbis Books: New York, 1985. Chapters 3, 6, 8, & 18

iii. Manana, Justo L. Gonzalez, Abington Press: Nashville, 1990. Forward, Chapters 3 & 5.

iv. Race Matters, Cornel West, Beacon Press: Boston, 1993. Introduction

v. Celebration and Experience in Preaching, Henry Mitchell, Abington Press: Nashville, 1990. Chapter 4. 

vi. The Powers that Be, Walter Wink, Augsburg Fortess, New York, 1998. Chapters 2 & 3  
