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Spanish Immersion January 10-28, 2011

THREE WEEK CROSS CULTURAL & SPANISH LANGUAGE  

New City Parish, Metropolitan Ministry Training Center & CETLALIC

1009 N Market Street
Inglewood, California 90302
Date:

January 10 - 28, 2011
Coordinators:
Rev. Brian Eklund,  Rev. Scott Fritz
Participants:
Clergy, Seminarians or Associates in Ministry, Lay Ministers or church members interested in Spanish language and culture. A maximum of 15 persons (in each group) will be enrolled in the course.

1. Objectives 

This 3-week Cross Cultural & Spanish Language provides participants the opportunity to begin or continue the process of learning the Spanish language, the culture, and the reality of urban life in Los Angeles, California.  The participants have both a cross-cultural experience and a time of immersion in Spanish with professional teachers from CETLALIC, Cuernavaca, Mexico, and with families, and local groups. (www.cetlalic.com.mx)
2. Methodology

The instructors follow the methodology of the Comunidades de Base of South and Central America: SEE the reality, REFLECT on how Scripture speaks to that reality, and ACT as a result of what has been learned. The contents of the diverse activities support the work of the participants as pastors and activists. This is a unique program in Los Angeles, supporting and using the methodology “popular” of Pablo Frierie in teaching Spanish to those for whom it is not a native tongue.

3. Class Times & Accommodation

We meet on Monday evening, January 10, at 5:00 pm to review the schedule and meet our host families, with classes beginning on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 8:30 am, finishing on Friday night, January 28, 2011 with a dinner and graduation with our host families. 
4. Cost

For those not registering through the seminaries, a fee of $1200.00, payable to: “New City Parish,” is due by 12/1/10. Your check to New City Parish holds your place in the class. The check should be mailed to New City Parish, 1009 N Market St, Inglewood, CA 90302. For more information, call Pastor Brian Eklund at (323) 459-7126 or New City Parish (310) 673-2584 or email brian@newcityparish.org or info@newcityparish.org. This cost includes language classes, cultural activities, materials, transportation (at the site), room and board with host families for the 19-day program, and course credits for GTU, Luther and PLTS students.  Not included are the costs for transportation to and from the site.

5. Enrollment

Enrollment is:

i. Through the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary/Registrar, 800-235-PLTS, or for information at Luther Seminary, contact Rod C. Maeker at (561) 641-323 or Email: rmaeker@luthersem.edu

ii. Or directly through the Metropolitan Ministry & Training Center, New City Parish.  For more information on the course or registration call Pastor Brian Eklund (323) 459-7126 or the New City Parish at (310) 673-2584, or email brian@newcityparish.org  or info@newcityparish.org
6. Activities

i. Language Classes

ii. Practice and language development classes 

iii. Workshops, presentations and discussions on urban life and ministry
iv. Room and board with Latino families (Saturday and Sunday are optional for clergy serving local parishes).

v. Visits and meetings with people and organizations who work in the Faith Communities in the Los Angeles area. 

vi. Bible Study and reflections on student experiences

vii. Recreational Activities ( a party or excursion to some area)

7. Study resources

Study resources might include:

· An English-Spanish dictionary

· A Bible in Spanish (Dios Llega al Hombre, the ABA Bilingual NT, or La Biblia Latinoamerica are easier reading and are nice additions to your library)

· A book of Spanish verb conjugations might be helpful (Barron’s little pocket books are one nice option, Conjugations, Grammar, Idioms)

· A notebook, paper, school supplies

8. General information

i. Housing

During your three week stay in Los Angeles you will be housed with Spanish speaking families in the community, who will care for your food and housing needs and provide a wonderful opportunity to study and practice your Spanish

ii. Personal items

January temperatures in L.A. generally vary from 60 to 80 degrees, with occasional rain a possibility. Our suggestions for personal items include:

· Comfortable clothes and walking shoes (dressy clothes aren’t necessary)

· A jacket and/or sweater for evenings

· Personal toiletries (towels, wash cloths, sheets & blankets are provided)

· Umbrella (just in case)

· A small gift for your host family, perhaps representing your own roots

iii. Cash money

No more than your normal amount of spending cash is necessary though you and your class may want to plan some of your own entertainment and food options, especially for exploring some of the local restaurants.  
iv. Car & Safety

A car is not necessary but for those who can drive, it is helpful for traveling to and from class as well as for carpooling to various visits. A small stipend will be provided to those who assist with carpooling. Parking is provided. Some people coming to our communities express concerns about security. Our experience is that students living with families feel very safe. Hints for urban living will also be shared. 
v. Let us know

You can help us by:

· Indicating whether you will have a car; that may make a difference regarding housing location.

· Sharing special dietary, health or allergy concerns

· Sharing your approximate level of Spanish by completing the placement exam and returning it prior to your arrival.
